Regulation volumes too high

Dozens of new business regulations that were
implemenied on 1 October will add 1o the unneces-
sary hours employers already spend dealing with
Government ‘red tape’, the Federation of Small
Businesses {Tel: 01253 336000) has wamed.

While the FSB suppons the concept of Cammon
Commencement Dates, it said therg is concern that
the volume of new legislation to be released will
overwhelm small businesses. FSB research shows
that, if firms had less administrative duties, they
could then cancenirale more on employee fraining.

Its national chairman, John Wright, said: "Busi-
nesses will be expacted to tackle around 20 new
regulations. This goes against Government pledges
to cut back on the amount of regulation. Having a

Commen Commencement Date goes some way io
helping businesses prepare for new regulation, but
the volume of legislation is jusi getting too much, In
these tough times, it is important for small busi-
nesses to remain economically active rather than
spending their time filling in forms to adapt to new
rules. “The impact and costs of new regulations af-
fecting small businesses should be properly
analysed and adapted accordingly.”

in reply, Business and Competitiveness Minister
Shriti Vadera said: "Many of the important changes
bring significant benefits for businesses. Far exam-
ple, abolishing the need to display insurance certifi-
cates and simplifying information requirements for
firms will save them about £80 million.”

Industry news

Virtual Re a hty Manufacturing Research Centre
and Boeing — is dedicated to
system developing new technology-dri-

ven solutions for materials form-
ing, metal working and casting,
in order to help UK manufactur-
ers remain competitive. AMRC’s
first portable Stereo Works sys-
tem, which allows people to see
virtual objects and environments
in 3-D, has been taken alf over
the world. The latest system is

A second Stereo Works Virtual
Reality system from Sale-based
Virtalis Ltd (Tel: 0167 969 1155)
has been installed in a new £10
million ‘Rolls-Royce Factory of
the Future'. This facility — a cal-
laboration between the Univer-
sity of Sheffield’s Advanced

Success for Addison Mckee

Addisan Mckee, the tube-bending and end-forming technolegy spe-
ciafist which has its UK headquarters in Preston (Tel: 01772 334511},
has said that considerable interest was shown in its product range at
the recent MTA Vietnam 2008 exhibition, held in Ho Chi Minh City.

Exhibiting in association with Melchers Vietnam, Addison Mckee
presented a wide range of its tube-manipulation solutions, with a
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bigger and can handle very large
CAD files. Paul Scoft, head of
AMRC IT, says: “We have already
developed a virtual mode! of our
‘Aolis-Royce Factory of the Fu-
ture’, and this has helped us fo
pilan layouts and ensure that the
space is flexibie. For example,
we had 7,500 visitors in 4 1/2
years in our last building, and we
anticipate much greater numbers
coming here, so we have creafed
a high-level walk-way around
and over our experimental shop-
floor, which will allow our engi-
neers to woark without disruption,”

Researchers at AMRC try to
find simple ways to reduce
waste and cost and to speed up
processes to give the businesses
it warks with a compelitive ad-
vantage. They create different
cancept methodolagies in CAD,
and subsequently Virfual Reality,
before using their Stereo Works
systems to communicate their
ideas. Like Virtalis, AMRC works
with all the major CAD compa-
nies, so the resulfing models can
be easily integrated into the
companies’ current ways of’
working.

particular focus an models created specifically for the automotive
sector. Roger Dution, general manager of Addison Mckee-China, said:
"As a resuilt of the rapid growth of the automative industry across the
Asian econamies, many visitors e our booth were naturally interested
in our CNC tuba benders, such as the all-electric DataBend DBE75.

“Indeed, as a direct outcome of the show, Melchers Vietnam has
secured appointments with numerous interested parlies across the
regian.”
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